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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is responsive to communication received 07/10/2003 - 
application papers filed and IDS. 
Claims 1-20 are pending. 
Following is an action on the MERITS: 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Botsch. 
As to claim 1 , Figures 5 and 9 clearly show a golf club having a club head (64) with a 
face (59) and an alignment assembly comprising a dome (12) attached to the top of the 
head. As to claim 2, the dome (12) includes a top surface with a sight slot (18). As to 
claim 3, Figures 5 and 6 clearly show that the slot (18) is perpendicular to the plane of 
the face. As to claim 4, Figure 2 clearly shows that the dome includes a cavity or void, 
whereby the void is bounded by a top inner surface and a bottom projection surface. As 
to claim 5, light entering the slot (18) illuminates the line (15) on the bottom surface, 
thereby created an image of a line on the bottom projection surface. As to claim 6, the 
slot (18) and line (15) are clearly aligned to form an parallactic alignment sight line (see 
Figures 5 and 6). As to claim 7, Figure 1 shows that the top surface of the dome 
includes at least a plurality of apertures (21 ). As to claim 8, at least two of the apertures 
may be identified as being oriented in a line that is perpendicular to the face. As to 
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claim 9, Figures 8 and 9 show that the top surface of the dome indeed forms the top 
surface of the club head. As to claim 10, here again, note apertures (21). As to claim 
1 1 , slot (18) is oriented perpendicular to the face. As to claim 12, Figure 1 shows a 
dome element attachable to the top surface of a club head and includes a slot (18). The 
dome is hollow in form and thus includes a top inner surface and a projection surface 
near a bottom of the dome element. As to claim 13, line (36) represents at least one 
darkened surface adjacent the slot. As to claim 14, the painted line (15) may be 
considered to be a lightened portion. Alternatively, when light enters the slot (18), the 
bottom or projection surface is illuminated and is thereby lightened. As to claims 15-17, 
Botsch includes both a planar alignment means, i.e., slot (18) as well as parallactic 
alignment means, i.e., a dome (12) with said slot (18) formed in the dome. As to claim 
1 8, note that the bottom surface of the dome, which contains line (1 5), is the projection 
surface. As to claim 19, the dome is fabricated of molded plastic and is white in color, 
free of blemishes or marks. Thus, the dome may be deemed to be clear, as broadly as 
claimed. The sides of the slot (18) provide at least a pair of darkened portions. As to 
claim 20, the painted line (15) may be considered to be a lightened portion. 
Alternatively, when light enters the slot (18), the bottom or projection surface is 
illuminated and is thereby lightened. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See Figure 1 in Miller. Note Figure 2 in Antonious ('900). Note 
the alignment element in Figure 1 of Podgor. Observe Figure 5 in Antonious ('877). 
See Figure 1 in Baek. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sebastiano Passaniti whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1006. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (6:30-3:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Vidovich can be reached on 703-308-1513. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




-Sebastiano Passaniti 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3711 



S.Passaniti/sp 
May 26, 2004 



